CHAPTER XLIII
THE archduke had made use of the darkness to reach Ratisbon, where the bridge enabled him to transport his baggage and the greater part of his army to the left bank of the Danube. Then we were able to perceive the extent of the Emperor's foresight in having at the outset of the campaign ordered Davout—coming up from Hamburg and Hanover, with a view of joining the Grand Army on the right bank of the Danube—to secure possession of Ratisbon and his bridge by leaving a regiment there. Davout had, accordingly, left the 65th of the line, commanded by a relative of his, Colonel Coutard, wishing to give him an opportunity of distinguishing himself. But Coutard could not hold the place, and; after some hours' fighting, surrendered it to the Austrians, who, but for the means of retreat afforded by the bridge, would have been compelled to lay down their arms. Colonel Coutard having stipulated for the return to Prance of himself and his officers alone, the Emperor decreed that in future the officers of a corps which had been compelled to capitoilate should share the fate of their men, hoping thereby to encourage commanders to resist more stubbornly.
The Emperor could not, however, march on to Vienna until Ratisbon was retaken, otherwise, as soon as he had moved forward, the archduke would have crossed the Danube by the bridge, and, bringing his army back to the right bank, would have attacked us in rear. We had then, at all costs, to take possession of the place. Marshal Lannes was charged with this difficult duty. The enemy had 6,000 men in Ratisbon, whom they could reinforce to any extent by help of the bridge ; many guns were in position on the ramparts, and the parapet was garnished with infantry. The fortifica- they broke up and captured almost  entirely. This fight settled a question which had been long debated, as to the necessity of double cuirasses, for the proportion of Austrians   wounded   and killed   amounted   respectively to eight and thirteen for one Frenchman.
